Fifth Grade Social Studies

Compare/Contrast Lesson

Life on the Home Front During World War II
Objectives:
The student will be able to:

1. SS5H6  Describe the effects of rationing and the changing role of women and African-Americans; include “Rosie the Riveter” and the Tuskegee Airmen
2. ACS 3-8.1 Use written, spoken, and technological media to convey new learning or challenge existing ideas.
3. ACS 3-8.2 Produce written and/or oral work that is complex, purposeful, and organized, includes relevant supporting examples and manipulation of language.
4. ACS 3-8.3 Create products and/or presentations that synthesize information from diverse sources and communicate expertise to a variety of authentic audiences.
5. ACS 3-8.4 Use a variety of multi-media and innovative technology to create illustrations, models, charts, tables, and graphs as tools for communication.
6. ACS 3-8.6 Anticipate and address potential misunderstandings, biases, and expectations in communication with others.
7. ACS 3-8.7 Respond to contributions of others, considering all available information.
8. ACS 3-8.8 Participate in small group discussions to argue persuasively or reinforce others’ good points. 
9. ACS 3-8.10 Support and defend one’s own opinions while respecting the opinions of others.
10. HO/CT 3-8.1 Ask probing, insightful, and relevant questions. 
11. HO/CT 3-8.2 Respond to questions with supporting information that reflects an in-depth knowledge of a topic.
12. HO/CT 3-8.3 Conduct comparisons using criteria.
13. HO/CT 3-8.7 Examine an issue from more than one point of view.
14. HO/CT 3-8.8 Separate one’s own point of view from that of others.
15. HO/CT 3-8.9 Identify stereotypes, biases, and prejudices in one’s own reasoning and that of others.
16. HO/CT 3-8.11 Draw conclusions based upon relevant information while discarding irrelevant information.
17. HO/CT 3-8.15 Recognize that the responsibility to examine and challenge existing ideas and theories is an ongoing process.

Materials:
Packets for half of the class made up of American Home Front information sheet, Outline sheet (2 copies), Similarities/Differences sheet, Life on the Home Front Product sheet, and Life on the Home Front Rubric sheet; Packets for half of the class made up of European Home Front information sheet, Outline sheet (2 copies), Similarities/Differences sheet, Life on the Home Front Product sheet, and Life on the Home Front Rubric sheet
Procedure:
1.  During this lesson, students will learn about the similarities and differences between life on the home front in America and Europe during World War II.
2.  Set up the scenario for the students.  Say, “We’d like to welcome you this morning to the National Council for World War II Studies.  We have experts here today on the American home front and experts on the European home front.  Today you will be sharing your expertise with others and you will learn from experts in other fields of study.  We would like to have the (half of the class) American home front experts on this side of the room and the (half of the class) European home front experts on the other side of the room.”

3.  Pass out the appropriate packets to each group of students.  Instruct the students to read their information sheets and complete their outline portion.  

4.  Have the students pair and share with someone in their own specialty in order to increase their information.  

5.  Have the students pair and share with someone they don’t know in the other specialty.  Have the students exchange information and complete their second outline sheets.  I always instruct students to READ the information to the other person to copy down.  Don’t just hand them your paper and go read a book!
6.  Have the students break into groups of four with 2 of each specialty to find similarities/differences in order to extend their information and verify it.  

7.  Hold a class discussion of the similarities and differences in order to clarify the information and to assess knowledge.  Ask the students whether they agree with the statements being made and why or why not.  Ask the students why they chose the similarities and differences they did.  Why would they consider these to be the most important ones?  Ask them to justify their answers.  Ask them why they think it is important that they know this information.  Why would it be important for a student to know this information?  Why would an adult need to know this information?  Does World War II continue to have an effect on our society today?  If so, in what way(s)?
8.  Students may choose one product to complete in class (if time allows) or for homework.  Grade with rubric.
Evaluation:
teacher observation, active participation, Life on the Home Front Rubric

American Home Front

When the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor, Americans found themselves very unprepared.  Americans quickly adjusted themselves for the war effort overseas and at home.  When the men went off to war, there were tremendous labor shortages.  More and more women stepped in to do the jobs the men had left behind, particularly in industry (factories).  Rosie the Riveter became the icon that these women identified with. Many women also volunteered with organizations, such as the Red Cross to help the war effort.  Not only were women holding down full-time jobs, they were holding together life at home. Women began to earn a lot of respect and began for feel a lot of self-confidence as they performed jobs that were previously thought of as only for men.  After the war ended, many women continued working outside the home, and this trend continues today.  Because many homes became two-income households, many people found it possible to afford the American Dream (a home, a car, and a washing machine), which was what they had been fighting for.  Patriotism increased as Americans participated in their first recycling efforts for tin, rubber, paper, cooking fat, and scrap metal to help the war effort.  People began to grow “victory gardens” at home, which allowed them to grow half of the produce (fruits and vegetables) they ate.   People who were able bought war bonds and war stamps to help the economy recover quickly.  Because materials were scarce, even clothing was affected.  The first bikini bathing suits appeared during this time!  Civilians were trained to keep watch on the skies and the water for enemy invasions, and most everyone practiced blackouts at home where all lights were turned out so that homes could not be spotted by the enemy.  The United Services Organizations (USO), Salvation Army, YMCA, and YWCA were created during this time in order to provide recreation and increase morale for soldiers as President Roosevelt had requested.  Even the media and Hollywood helped out with the war effort by creating propaganda posters, only producing movies that were government-approved, donating time and talent, and enlisting in the military.

Although the war had opened up a lot of opportunities for people, it had many devastating effects as well.  Separation from fathers and sons left many emotional scars on the family.  The number of students who dropped out of high school increased significantly (up three times), because there were so many jobs available and employers ignored child labor laws.  The country became much more urbanized as many had moved out of rural areas to take jobs in the cities.  Although there were many more jobs available and the wages were increasing, poverty increased during this time.  Twenty million families lived on the brink of starvation, and many faced a severe shortage of housing, schools, hospitals, and child-care.  With America’s top priority being feeding the military, the government began to ration certain items, such as tires, typewriters, bicycles, stoves, firewood, coal, jelly, dried fruit, gasoline, sugar, coffee, shoes, meat, and dairy products.  The government began to issue substitutes for certain foods, such as dried powdered eggs and liquid paraffin instead of cooking oil.  Those who broke rationing laws were punished severely.  Because taxes were so high, people could no longer afford cars (no new ones were being made) or telephones (you had to hold a job critical to the war effort).  Although there were an increasing number of marriages, there were also an increasing number of divorces.  There were five million “war widows” caring for children on their own.  Since many women were working outside the home and were working longer and longer hours, many children were left at home unsupervised.  There was an increase in juvenile delinquency and truancy (skipping school).  Fear and anxiety led to an increase in racism.  In particular, life for Japanese Americans was difficult, especially on the west coast.  Japanese American families were forced to sell or leave behind all possessions except what they could carry with them and move to internment camps to live.  These internment camps were built in places where most people would not live, because the conditions were harsh and the housing was often inadequate.  When the internment camps were closed, Japanese Americans went out to try to build a life for themselves again, but it was difficult since so many of them had lost everything and since racism was still present.  Some German Americans and Italian Americans were forced into internment camps and prisons or forced to relocate as well.  As for African Americans, they faced a lot of racism and discrimination as well.  African Americans were often the last to be hired and the first to be fired and received low wages.  African Americans in the military were assigned menial tasks.  After the war ended, prices sky-rocketed, because the government was no longer regulating the prices.  



European Home Front 


A European’s experience on the home front during World War II depended upon a multitude of factors, including the country in which he/she resided and the race/religion to which he/she belonged.  The Allied powers included the countries of the United States, Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Czechoslovakia, Ethiopia, Greece, Mexico, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, the Philippines, South Africa, Yugoslavia, Poland, France, United Kingdom, Soviet Union, China, India, and Canada.  The Axis powers included the countries of Germany, Japan, and Italy.  

European civilians demonstrated a great deal of patriotism and sacrificed quite a bit to help the cause during World War II.   In the United Kingdom, for example, food, clothing, fuel, and leather were rationed, but items such as fruit and sweets were not rationed since they would spoil.  Luxury items were extremely hard to come by, although many items were sold on the black market.  In Germany, there were few restrictions to civilians and no rationing during the early part of the war.  Hitler was afraid that he would lose popularity.  However, as the Allies began to make progress against the Axis powers, a very strict rationing program was introduced.  Extra rations were available for men who worked in heavy industry, but fewer rations were given to the Jewish and Polish people in occupied areas.  Allied families grew victory gardens so that they could provide some of their own food.  British people also worried for the safety of the children, and so children were evacuated and moved to places such as Canada, the USA, and Australia for safety.  The children could only take a few things with them, such as a gas mask, books, money, clothes, a ration book, and small toys.   In many Allied nations, women took jobs outside the home, recycled, and volunteered to help the war effort.  In Germany, women apparently did not work outside the home during the war and women were rewarded for having large families.  
Some countries, such as Poland, had been conquered by the Axis powers, and some of those who were not lucky enough to evacuate before that happened were held prisoners in their own country.  In Poland, over half a million Jews were crowded into an area built with high walls, and no one was allowed in or out unless on official business.  Because of the poor conditions and extreme hunger, many people died and many more were transported and killed in concentration camps.  When France was conquered by the Axis powers, it was divided into thirds.  Two thirds was occupied by Germany, and the other third was Vichy France until that third was later occupied by the Italians.  The French experienced huge shortages of labor, food, transportation, raw materials, and fuel.  People were not allowed out of their houses after dark, and there were many restrictions that had to be followed during the day.  Many Jews in France were placed in and killed in concentration camps, and those who weren’t were forced to wear yellow badges identifying themselves and were discriminated against.  When the Soviet Union was conquered and occupied by the Germans, millions of people died from starvation and disease and much of the country was destroyed.  Because of the labor shortage, crops sat in the fields and were never harvested, which led to food shortages that went on for years afterwards.  In order to save some of the industries, sometimes entire factories were dismantled and moved to safer locations along with all of the workers.  Both Axis and Allied countries endured air raids and bombings, resulting in the destruction of property and loss of civilian lives.  In order to support its massive need for labor, Germans forced those they had conquered and taken prisoner to work for them.  



Outline Sheet

Home Front Location:

Positive Changes Due to the War:

Negative Changes Due to the War:

Outline Sheet

Home Front Location:

Positive Changes Due to the War:

Negative Changes Due to the War:

Similarities and Differences Sheet


h

Identify three important similarities and three important differences between the American home front and the European home front.  Below, explain why you think these are the most important similarities and differences.

Life on the Home Front Product Sheet
	Explore the website http://www.teacheroz.com/WWIIHomefront.htm for information about women during World War II.  Then, create a poster for a class bulletin board.  Don’t forget to include a visual as well as helpful information.
	Explore the websites http://www.pbs.org/childofcamp/history/index.html and http://www.teacheroz.com/Japanese_Internment.htm for information about internment camps.  Then create a poster for a class bulletin board.  Don’t forget to include a visual as well as helpful information.

	Explore the website http://www.teacheroz.com/holocaust.htm for information about the Holocaust.  Then create a poster for a class bulletin board.  Don’t forget to include a visual as well as helpful information.
	Explore the website http://www.teacheroz.com/WWIIpropaganda.htm for more information on propaganda and the media during World War II.   Then create a poster for a class bulletin board.  Don’t forget to include a visual as well as helpful information.


	Life on the Home Front Rubric


Student Name:     ________________________________________ 



	


	CATEGORY 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Required Elements 
	The poster includes all required elements as well as additional information. 
	All required elements are included on the poster. 
	All but 1 of the required elements are included on the poster. 
	Several required elements were missing. 

	Knowledge Gained 
	Student can accurately answer all questions related to facts in the poster and processes used to create the poster. 
	Student can accurately answer most questions related to facts in the poster and processes used to create the poster. 
	Student can accurately answer about 75% of questions related to facts in the poster and processes used to create the poster. 
	Student appears to have insufficient knowledge about the facts or processes used in the poster. 

	Graphics - Relevance 
	All graphics are related to the topic and make it easier to understand. All borrowed graphics have a source citation. 
	All graphics are related to the topic and most make it easier to understand. All borrowed graphics have a source citation. 
	All graphics relate to the topic. Most borrowed graphics have a source citation. 
	Graphics do not relate to the topic OR several borrowed graphics do not have a source citation. 

	Attractiveness 
	The poster is exceptionally attractive in terms of design, layout, and neatness. 
	The poster is attractive in terms of design, layout and neatness. 
	The poster is acceptably attractive though it may be a bit messy. 
	The poster is distractingly messy or very poorly designed. It is not attractive. 
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