St. Patrick’s Day Mystery Lesson for Grades K-2

Objectives:
The student will be able to:



1.  Investigate/explore topics chosen by the teacher.



2.  Examine key questions posed by the teacher.

3.  Gather, organize, and analyze data using visual organizers, books, and reference materials.

4.  Draw valid conclusions guided by the teacher.

5.  Recognize and categorize ideas about a theme with guidance from the teacher.

Materials:
a set of clues for each group, butcher paper, glue, markers

Procedure:
1.  The purpose of this lesson is for students to decide whether St. Patrick drove the snakes from Ireland.  Before the lesson, read the solution.


2.  Prior to teaching this lesson, run off a copy of the clues and cut them out. 


3.  Pose the question to the class, “How is a flashlight like a question?”  Invite students to share their ideas with the class, but do not allow anyone to repeat an idea.


4.  Read the background information sheet to students.  You may wish to copy it onto a transparency.  


5.  Divide a piece of butcher paper in half.  At the top, write the question, “Did St. Patrick get rid of the snakes in Ireland?”  Label one side “yes” and the other half “no.”  Read each clue and have students decide whether the clue supports the theory that St. Patrick did rid Ireland of snakes (“yes”) or did not (“no”).  Have students defend their opinions.  When the class comes to a consensus, glue the clue onto the appropriate side.  Continue until all of the clues have been used.


6.  To expand upon this lesson, you can take a class survey about their opinions and turn it into a graph.

Evaluation:
active participation, teacher observation

Sources of Information:

http://www.txtwriter.com/Onscience/Articles/patsnakes.html
Green, Adam et al.  How Did It Really Happen?.  Reader’s Digest Association, Inc.:  New York (2000)

St. Patrick’s Day Mystery Lesson Background Information


The Irish people treasure their myths very much, but the subject of their most popular legend actually came from a different country.  St. Patrick was Ireland’s second bishop, and he was responsible for turning the pagan people into Christians.  Historians are not exactly sure of the date and place of his birth, but he was probably born in the early 5th century A.D. in western Britain.  He came from a respected family.  His grandfather was a priest, and his father was a deacon.  At the age of 16, St. Patrick was kidnapped by raiders from Ireland before he could finish his schooling.  They took him to Ireland and made him a slave.  After being captured for 6 years, St. Patrick escaped and made his way to a ship that was 200 miles away.  After traveling for a time, he became a priest and decided to go back to Ireland to help small groups of Christians who were trying to survive in a country of pagans.  St. Patrick wanted to be the first bishop of Ireland, but a man named Palladius got the job instead.  After Palladius died, St. Patrick became the second bishop.  He spent the rest of his life establishing churches and making sure that Ireland had priests.  He is largely responsible for making Ireland part of Christian Europe.


There are many legends about St. Patrick.  It is said that he introduced the shamrock to Ireland as a symbol of the Trinity.  However, the most popular legend about St. Patrick is that he drove all of the snakes from Ireland.  What do you think really happened?
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St. Patrick’s Day Mystery Lesson Clues

When the Norse invaders arrived in Ireland in the 9th century, they noticed that there were no toads on the island.

The Norse word for toad is “paud.”

Patrick was called Paudrig.

The Norse invaders understood Paudrig to mean “toad expeller.”

Snakes have symbolized evil over the years.

Toads, lizards, and snakes are all reptiles.

St. Patrick was said to have charmed the snakes into the sea.

There are no snakes in Ireland.

Snakes evolved from lizards about 100 million years ago.

Ireland was under the water 100 million years ago.

Today, snakes are found in most places on Earth, including deserts, oceans, grasslands, and forests.

Because snakes are cold-blooded, they have the same body temperature as their environment.  Therefore, no snakes are found in areas where the ground is frozen year-round because the snakes would freeze as well.

Ireland is an island today, but it was once joined to Scotland and England.  Snakes probably traveled to Ireland from Europe.

After Ireland moved away from Europe and became an island, Ireland was covered with a sheet of ice.  Even after Ireland was no longer covered in ice (about 18,000 years ago), the ground still remained frozen for hundreds of years.

Today, about 12 miles of icy water separates Ireland from the rest of Europe.  Snakes cannot travel this distance in water.

St. Patrick’s Day Mystery Lesson Solution


Today, snakes are not found in Ireland because the weather is too cold for snakes to survive.  Snakes may have lived in Ireland long, long ago.  However, once Ireland separated from the rest of Europe and was covered by a sheet of ice, any snakes that were there froze.  


The Norse invaders from the 9th century misunderstood Patrick’s (or Paudrig’s) name to mean “toad expeller.”  Over time, toads were changed to snakes when the legend was told.  Snakes often symbolize evil.  The legend is thought to symbolize St. Patrick converting the pagans to Christianity.

St. Patrick’s Day Mystery Lesson for Grades 3-5

Objectives:
The student will be able to:



1.  Investigate/explore topics of interest.



2.  Pose key questions to narrow topic of interest.

3.  Formulate a clearly-worded and valid hypothesis or thesis statement.

4.  Gather, organize, and analyze data using primary and secondary resources, reference materials, interviews, interviews, and electronic media.

5.  Interpret data to draw valid conclusions.

6.  Recognize, group, and label ideas/concepts about a theme.

7.  Engage in critical reading, writing, and discussion.

8.  Provide evidence for reasoning in making decisions.

9.  Consider cause and effect in reasoning.

10.  Defend decisions.

Materials:
a set of clues for each group, butcher paper, glue, markers

Procedure:
1.  The purpose of this lesson is for students to decide whether St. Patrick drove the snakes from Ireland.  Before the lesson, read the solution.


2.  Prior to teaching this lesson, run off a copy of the clues for each group of students.  Cut out the clues and mix each set up.  Also, run off one copy of the background information sheet for each student.


3.  Pose the question to the class, “How is a flashlight like a question?”  Give them two or three minutes to write down their ideas individually.  Have them share their ideas with a partner in order to increase their information.  Invite students to share their ideas with the class, but do not allow anyone to repeat an idea.


4.  Distribute the background information sheet to students.  Allow them about five minutes to read it individually and jot down a few answer ideas.  


5.  Break the class up into groups of three or four and designate an area of the classroom for each group.  Put the clues face down in the center of the table for each group.  Instruct the students to draw a clue from the pile and read it aloud one at a time until all of the clues have been read.  Students are then to discuss how the clues are connected and to use cause and effect to make a hypothesis about whether St. Patrick did drive the snakes from Ireland.  Remind them to think about how the clues apply to other historical situations they have studied.


6.  Distribute a piece of butcher paper, glue, and a marker to each group.  Have them arrange the clues on the butcher paper in such a way to show how they are connected and how they prove their hypothesis.  Have them write their hypothesis at the top.


7.  Hang each group’s butcher paper up and allow the students to do a museum walk.  Discuss the similarities and differences they found.  Then, share the solution with the students.

Evaluation:
active participation, teacher observation

Sources of Information:

http://www.txtwriter.com/Onscience/Articles/patsnakes.html
Green, Adam et al.  How Did It Really Happen?.  Reader’s Digest Association, Inc.:  New York (2000)

St. Patrick’s Day Mystery Lesson Background Information


The Irish people treasure their myths very much, but the subject of their most popular legend actually came from a different country.  St. Patrick was Ireland’s second bishop, and he was responsible for turning the pagan people into Christians.  Historians are not exactly sure of the date and place of his birth, but he was probably born in the early 5th century A.D. in western Britain.  He came from a respected family.  His grandfather was a priest, and his father was a deacon.  At the age of 16, St. Patrick was kidnapped by raiders from Ireland before he could finish his schooling.  They took him to Ireland and made him a slave.  After being captured for 6 years, St. Patrick escaped and made his way to a ship that was 200 miles away.  After traveling for a time, he became a priest and decided to go back to Ireland to help small groups of Christians who were trying to survive in a country of pagans.  St. Patrick wanted to be the first bishop of Ireland, but a man named Palladius got the job instead.  After Palladius died, St. Patrick became the second bishop.  He spent the rest of his life establishing churches and making sure that Ireland had priests.  He is largely responsible for making Ireland part of Christian Europe.


There are many legends about St. Patrick.  It is said that he introduced the shamrock to Ireland as a symbol of the Trinity.  However, the most popular legend about St. Patrick is that he drove all of the snakes from Ireland.  What do you think really happened?
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St. Patrick’s Day Mystery Lesson Clues

When the Norse invaders arrived in Ireland in the 9th century, they noticed that there were no toads on the island.

The Norse word for toad is “paud.”

Patrick was called Paudrig.

The Norse invaders understood Paudrig to mean “toad expeller.”

Snakes have symbolized evil over the years.

Toads, lizards, and snakes are all reptiles.

St. Patrick was said to have charmed the snakes into the sea.

There are no snakes in Ireland.

Snakes evolved from lizards about 100 million years ago.

Ireland was under the water 100 million years ago.

Today, snakes are found in most places on Earth, including deserts, oceans, grasslands, and forests.

Because snakes are cold-blooded, they have the same body temperature as their environment.  Therefore, no snakes are found in areas where the ground is frozen year-round because the snakes would freeze as well.

Ireland is an island today, but it was once joined to Scotland and England.  Snakes probably traveled to Ireland from Europe.

After Ireland moved away from Europe and became an island, Ireland was covered with a sheet of ice.  Even after Ireland was no longer covered in ice (about 18,000 years ago), the ground still remained frozen for hundreds of years.

Today, about 12 miles of icy water separates Ireland from the rest of Europe.  Snakes cannot travel this distance in water.

St. Patrick’s Day Mystery Lesson Solution


Today, snakes are not found in Ireland because the weather is too cold for snakes to survive.  Snakes may have lived in Ireland long, long ago.  However, once Ireland separated from the rest of Europe and was covered by a sheet of ice, any snakes that were there froze.  


The Norse invaders from the 9th century misunderstood Patrick’s (or Paudrig’s) name to mean “toad expeller.”  Over time, toads were changed to snakes when the legend was told.  Snakes often symbolize evil.  The legend is thought to symbolize St. Patrick converting the pagans to Christianity.

