Fourth Grade Social Studies

Decision Making Lesson

Who Discovered North America?
Objectives:
The student will be able to:
1.  SS4H1 The student will describe how early Native American cultures developed in North America. 
a. Locate where the American Indians settled with emphasis on Arctic (Inuit), Northwest (Kwakiutl), Plateau (Nez Perce), Southwest (Hopi), Plains (Pawnee), and Southeastern (Seminole). 

2.  SS4H2 The student will describe European exploration in North America. 
a. Describe the reasons for, obstacles to, and accomplishments of the Spanish, French, and English explorations of John Cabot, Vasco Nunez Balboa, Juan Ponce de Leon, Christopher Columbus, Henry Hudson, and Jacques Cartier. 
3.  ACS 3-8.1 Use written, spoken, and technological media to convey new learning or challenge existing ideas.

4.  ACS 3-8.2 Produce written and/or oral work that is complex, purposeful, and organized, includes relevant supporting examples and manipulation of language.

5.  ACS 3-8.8 Participate in small group discussions to argue persuasively or reinforce others’ good points. 

6.  ACS 3-8.10 Support and defend one’s own opinions while respecting the opinions of others.

7.  ARS 3-8.5 Gather, organize, analyze, and synthesize data from multiple sources to support or disprove a hypothesis.

8.  ARS 3-8.6 Develop and use systematic procedures for recording and organizing information.

9.  ARS 3-8.8 Allow for and accept alternative interpretations of data.

10.  CPS 3-8.1 Question accepted practices, rules, and existing principles to discover new knowledge.

11.  CPS 3-8.5 Develop original ideas, presentations, or products through synthesis and evaluation.

12.  CPS 3-8.6 Clarify, illustrate, or elaborate on an idea for product improvement.

13.  CPS 3-8.7 Use analogies, metaphors, illustrations, and/or models to explain complex concepts.

14.  HO/CT 3-8.7 Examine an issue from more than one point of view.

15.  HO/CT 3-8.8 Separate one’s own point of view from that of others.

16.  HO/CT 3-8.9 Identify stereotypes, biases, and prejudices in one’s own reasoning and that of others.

17.  HO/CT 3-8.11 Draw conclusions based upon relevant information while discarding irrelevant information.

18.  HO/CT 3-8.12 Evaluate conclusions based upon relevance, depth, breadth, logic, and fairness.

19.  HO/CT 3-8.15 Recognize that the responsibility to examine and challenge existing ideas and theories is an ongoing process.

Materials:
information packets (Who Discovered North America? Decision Making Lesson Background Information Sheet, Information Sheet, Data Collection Sheet, Priorities for Selecting a Theory sheet, Similarities and Differences Sheet, Product Sheet, and Rubric Sheet), resource books, and computer

Procedure:
1.  During this lesson, students will gain knowledge about early attempts at exploration and will think, evaluate, judge, and make critical decisions about who discovered North America.  

2.  Break the class into groups of four.  Have the students read the Background Information Sheet individually.   After reading, they should write down three important facts they learned that they did not already know.  

3.  Have the students read Information Sheets individually.  On the Data Collection Sheet, have them summarize the information.  Have them put a “+” by a positive point (makes them think this group discovered North America), a “-“ by a negative point (makes them think this group did NOT discover North America), and a “!” by an interesting point.  Have them secretly write down their choice and not share it with anyone.  

4.  Have the group come to a consensus and rank their top five requirements in choosing a theory on the Priorities for Selecting a Theory sheet.  What things should you consider BEFORE you choose a theory (ex. most facts, most evidence, prior knowledge of, etc.)? Have each group share their list with the class.
5.  Have them fill out the Similarities and Differences Sheet as a group.  

6.  Designate a corner of the room for each theory.  Have students go to the corner of their choice.  Have the group come to a consensus about the top four reasons why their theory is the correct one.  Have each group pick someone to share their reasons with the rest of the class.



7.  Give the students an opportunity to change their choice.

10.  Have the students synthesize the content by completing the product on a piece of posterboard or a large piece of paper.  You may have them work individually or in small groups or pairs.  Share products with the class.  Grade with rubric.
Evaluation:
active participation, teacher observation, rubric

Who Discovered North America? Decision Making Lesson Background Information Sheet


Since 1920, Columbus Day is celebrated each year in order to commemorate Columbus’ discovery of America.  The idea of Columbus discovering America was popularized by Washington Irving’s biography of Columbus.  However, for the last several decades, historians have been gathering a lot of evidence that points to the probability that other people have been to North America before Columbus’ discovery in 1492.  Historians find many similarities between Mediterranean and Middle American people, such as pyramid building and hieroglyphics.  There are also links between plants found in Middle America and North Africa.  These visits may account for the complex societies found when European explorers landed in North America. But if Columbus was not the first to discover America, then who was?
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Data Collection Sheet

1.  Read each theory description and list what you have learned about each.

2.  Indicate whether each item you have learned is favorable (+), unfavorable  (-), or just interesting (!).

	Native Americans
	
	Phoenicians


	Irish Monks
	
	Norse


Priorities for Selecting a Theory

1.  List five requirements for selecting a theory.  Be sure to consider all that you have learned about the time period and historical accounts.

2.  Prioritize your five requirements.




Similarities and Differences Sheet

	Criteria for Comparison
	Explanation 
	Scientific Evidence
	People Involved
	Problems with the Theory

	 Native Americans 
	
	
	
	

	Phoenicians
	
	
	
	

	Irish Monks
	
	
	
	

	Norse
	
	
	
	


	Similarities




Who Discovered North America? Decision Making Lesson Product

What would happen if politicians decided to change Columbus Day to Norse Day, Native American Day, Irish Monk Day, or Phoenicians Day because of the fact that Columbus did not really discover North America?  Which day do you think should be celebrated?  What types of activities should be celebrated?  Think about costumes, parades, foods, parties, special characters, traditions, etc.  Use the space below to make a rough draft of a web about one new holiday listed above.  You will need to do some research about the group of people first.  Then, use a large sheet of paper or posterboard for your final copy.  You should have at least six sub-headings off of the holiday heading.  Each sub-heading should have at least four items attached to it.  

[image: image5.wmf] 


Who Discovered North America? Decision Making Lesson Rubric
	Domain
	Novice
(1 point)
	Apprentice
(2 points)
	Developing
(3 points)
	Proficient
(4 points)
	Total

	Content
	*Synthesized and analyzed none of the available information
	*Synthesized and analyzed background information or theory information only
	*Synthesized and analyzed available information
	*Added new knowledge

*Synthesized and analyzed available information
	

	Process
	*Completed 3 or less steps 

(background information, three facts, theories, data collection sheet, priorities sheet, similarities and differences sheet, reasons for choice, product)
	*Completed 4-5 steps 

(background information, three facts, theories, data collection sheet, priorities sheet, similarities and differences sheet, reasons for choice, product)
	*Completed 6-7 steps
(background information, three facts, theories, data collection sheet, priorities sheet, similarities and differences sheet, reasons for choice, product)
	*Completed all 8 steps (background information, three facts, theories, data collection sheet, priorities sheet, similarities and differences sheet, reasons for choice, product) 
	

	Creativity
	*Used others’ ideas or responses only
	*Typical or clichéd responses

*Little original thinking
	*Creative integration of ideas and information

*More typical ideas or responses
	*Unique ideas and responses

*Elaborate answers and ideas

*Originality
	

	Web
	*One element included (Heading, 6 Sub-headings, 24 Items)

*No research included
	*Two elements included 

(Heading, 6 Sub-headings, 24 Items)

*Research from either 1 book or 1 Internet site
	*All elements included 

(Heading, 6 Sub-headings, 24 Items)

*Research from 1 book and 1 Internet site
	*Extra elements included

*All elements included (Heading, 6 Sub-headings, 24 Items)
*Research from more than 1 book and Internet site
	


Native Americans


Thousands of years before the Europeans set foot in North America, Native Americans traveled to North America from Asia by crossing a land bridge across the Bering Sound.  Scientists believe that the first Native Americans came to North America during the last ice age 20,000-30,000 years ago.  However, some Native Americans believe that their people originated in North and South America, not Asia.  They believe this because there are gaps in the archaeological record and because this is what the oral history that has been passed down throughout the generations states.  When the Europeans arrived in North America in the 15th century, there were probably 40-90 million Native Americans in North and South America, and 2-18 million of them lived just in North America north of Mexico.  This is an educated guess, though, and it may not be the largest number of Native Americans that have ever lived in North America at any one time.  Scientists believe that the largest number probably occurred around 1200 AD.  The oldest documented Native Americans in North America are the Sandia (15,000 BC), the Clovis (12,000 BC), and the Folsom (8,000 BC).  By the 1700s, there were about 50 or 60 nations of Native Americans east of the Mississippi and about 50 nations in the west.    


� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.nativeamericans.com/founding%20fathers.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





Phoenicians


The Phoenicians were known for their good navigational techniques.  In 600 BC, Pharaoh Necho II of Egypt hired them to circumnavigate Africa.  They returned three years later claiming success.  They also sailed the Atlantic and reached Iberia and the Canary Islands.  Some even claim that they made it as far as the Azores.  In the 1700s, a large amount of gold was found here that many believe belonged to the Phoenicians.  Many historians guess that they could have gone even farther west to North America.
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Norse


The Norse began settling in Iceland in the late 900s AD.  In 982 AD Erik the Red was exiled from Iceland for 3 years.  He sailed west and found an icy coastline, grassy meadows, and fjords in an unknown land.  He returned to Iceland and told people about this land he called “Greenland.”  In 986 AD, he returned with 25 ships and 400 colonists, although only 14 ships arrived safely.  Later, Bjarni Herjolfsson, a trader, set off for Greenland but was blown off course and probably landed in Newfoundland.  This occurred centuries before Columbus set foot in North America.  Erik the Red’s second son, Leif, continued exploring.  In 1000 AD, he bought Bjarni’s vessel and set sail with a crew of 35.  He landed on an island with mountains and glaciers (Helluland or Flat Rock Land).  He sailed farther passing Markland (Wood Land), docked at a cape, and spent the winter by a lake eating salmon and grapes.  In the spring, they loaded their vessels with grapes and wood and left Vinland (Land of Vines).  The Norse kept traveling to Vinland, such as Leif’s brother, Thorvald, and a merchant named Thorfinn Karlsefni.  Thorfinn’s son, Snorri, is thought to be the first European born in North America.  The Norse kept traveling up and down the coast, trading with natives until clashes caused the trading relationship to sour.  The final attempt at colonization was in 1014 when a group began fighting among themselves.  Many of the colonists were murdered by Erik the Red’s daughter, who was the leader of the expedition.  No more attempts at settling were made.  The Norse history was passed down orally for 200 years and was finally written down in The Saga of the Greenlanders and The Saga of Erik the Red.  Some consider the books fables, but many archaeologists agree on the location of the sites mentioned.  In the 1960s, excavations uncovered the sites of 6 houses built of timber and turf.  The largest measured 70 feet long and 55 feet wide, and they were similar to Norse dwellings found in Greenland and have been carbon-dated back to 1000 AD.  
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Irish Monks


Hundreds of years ago, Irish monks explored faraway islands in their quest for isolation.  They may have crossed the North Atlantic in vessels called curraghs, which were made with ox hides stretched over a wooden frame.  They had oars and a square sail.  In 1976, Timothy Severin sailed from Ireland to Newfoundland in a replica of a curragh proving that they were seaworthy vessels.  His ship was named after Saint Brendan, who explored the North Atlantic in the 500s AD, according to folklore.  It has also been proven that the Irish knew a lot about the Atlantic from writings as early as 825 AD.
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