Winter Olympic Sports Decision Making Lesson for Grades K-2

Objectives:
The student will be able to:



1.  Investigate/explore topic chosen by the teacher.



2.  Examine key questions posed by the teacher.



3.  Utilize question to guide research.



4.  Gather, organize, and analyze data using visual organizers.



5.  Draw valid conclusions guided by the teacher.



6.  Demonstrate compare and contrast skills.

7.  Summarize a large quantity of information and develop generalizations by classifying and categorizing information.

8.  Make decisions based upon established criteria.

Materials:
enough copies of the 2 Winter Olympic Sports Information Sheets for one quarter of the class, large class chart of similarities/differences sheet on butcher paper, one Winter Olympic Sports Product Sheet per person
Procedure:
1.  Prior to the beginning of the lesson, draw the similarities/differences chart on a large piece of butcher paper and hang it on the board.  

2.  Read the background information sheet aloud to the students.  Explain any words or concepts they have difficulty with.

3.  Break the class into 4 groups and assign each group a winter Olympic sport (skiing, skating, bobsleigh, ice hockey).  Give each child an information sheet about their assigned sport (you will have to cut the information sheets in half).  Have the students read the information sheets together.  You may need to explain any concepts or words that are unclear.  Have each group fill out the information for their sport on the class chart on the front of the board.  

4.  Discuss the chart together as a whole class.  As you read a piece of information, have the class decide if the statement reveals that the type of winter sport is popular (put a “+”), not popular (put a “-“), or just interesting (put a “!”).  

5.  Assign a corner of the room for each type of winter sport.  Have students go to the corner that represents the type of Olympic winter sport they think is most popular.  Determine which type the class decides is the most popular.  You may even wish to make a graph about the results.

6.  Distribute the Winter Olympic Sports Product Sheets.  Have the students choose a product to create and share with the class.

Evaluation:
active participation, teacher observation   

Sources of Information: 

http://www.olympic.org/uk/index_uk.asp
http://history1900s.about.com/library/weekly/aa081000a.htm
http://www.faqfarm.com/Q/How_many_events_are_in_the_Olympics
Winter Olympic Sports Background Information


According to historical records, the first Olympic games were played in 776 BC in Greece.  During the early years, they went from a one-day event to a three-day event and then to a five-day event. The early games included events, such as running, long jump, shot put, javelin, boxing, and horses.  Women were not allowed to attend the games, so some women dressed as men and attended the games, even though they could be thrown from the top of a mountain if they were caught.  The games were played for nearly 1,200 years until they were banned by an emperor.  


In 1894, a Frenchman named Pierre de Coubertin convinced a group of representatives from different countries to begin playing the games again.  The first modern-day Olympic games were played in Athens, Greece in 1896.  The games have been played every four years ever since, except for in 1916, 1940, and 1944, because of World War I and World War II.  Women were first allowed to participate in 1900, during the second modern-day Olympic games.  The winter Olympic games began in 1924, and were held a few months before the summer games.  Beginning in 1994, the winter Olympics were held in separate years, two years apart from the summer games.  In 1996, the summer Olympic games were held in Atlanta, GA.  About 10,000 athletes participated from 197 different countries.  Today, there are 75 Olympic events in 28 different officially recognized sports. 
Winter Olympic Sports Decision Making Lesson Information Sheet

[image: image2.wmf]
[image: image3.wmf]
[image: image4.png]



[image: image5.wmf]
Similarities and Differences Sheet

	Criteria for Comparison
	History
	Olympic Sport Titles
	Events for Men vs. Women
	Number of Events

	Skiing
	
	
	
	

	Skating
	
	
	
	

	Ice Hockey
	
	
	
	

	Bobsleigh
	
	
	
	


	Similarities:



Winter Olympic Sports Product Sheet

	Create your own winter Olympic sport.  Make a poster about it.  Be sure to include the history behind it, the names of the events, and whether they are for men, women, or both.  Be sure to color a picture showing what your events look like.

	Create a timeline of important events in Olympic history.  You should describe ten events, write the dates, and color a picture.  Be sure to put the events in order.   


	Create a fact file about 5 famous Olympic athletes.  Create an index card about each with the person’s name, the country they competed for, the event(s) they competed in, and any medals they won.
	Create an Olympic board game with trivia questions about 5 different Olympic sports.  Create at least 3 questions about each sport and create a colored board game with at least 30 spaces, a name, and rules.


Winter Olympic Sports Decision Making Lesson for Grades 3-5

Objectives:
The student will be able to:



1.  Investigate/explore topics of interest.



2.  Interpret data to draw valid conclusions.



3.  Engage in critical reading, writing, and discussion.



4.  Develop criteria to make a decision.



5.  Provide evidence for reasoning in making decisions.



6.  Defend decisions.

7.  Evaluate decision based upon criteria and be able to change the decision as the need arises.

Materials:
one packet per student (Winter Olympic Sports Background Information Sheet, Winter Olympic Sports Information Sheet, Data Collection Sheet, Priorities for Selection Sheet, Similarities and Differences Sheet, Winter Olympic Sports Product Sheet)

Procedure:
1.  During this lesson, students will gain knowledge about the Olympics, specifically the winter games.  They will ultimately decide which type they believe to be the most popular.

2.  Break the class into groups of four.  Have the students read the Winter Olympic Sports Background Information Sheet individually.   After reading, they should write down three important facts they learned that they did not already know. 

3.  Have the students read the Winter Olympic Sports Information Sheet individually.  On the Data Collection Sheet, have them summarize the information.  Have them put a “+” by a positive point (this sport is popular), a “-“ by a negative point (this sport is not popular), and a “!” by an interesting point.  Have them secretly write down their choice and not share it with anyone.  

4.  As a group, have them rank their top five requirements in choosing the most popular type of winter Olympic sport on the Priorities for Selection Sheet.

5.  Have them fill out the Similarities and Differences Sheet as a group.

6.  Designate a corner of the room for each type of winter Olympic sport.  Have students go to the corner of their choice.  Have the group come to a consensus about the top four reasons why their choice is the correct one.    Have each group pick someone to share their reasons with the rest of the class.



7.  Give the students an opportunity to change their choice.

8.  Students should choose a product to create and share with the class.

Evaluation:
active participation, teacher observation
Sources of Information: 

http://www.olympic.org/uk/index_uk.asp
http://history1900s.about.com/library/weekly/aa081000a.htm
http://www.faqfarm.com/Q/How_many_events_are_in_the_Olympics
Winter Olympic Sports Background Information


According to historical records, the first Olympic games were played in 776 BC in Greece.  During the early years, they went from a one-day event to a three-day event and then to a five-day event. The early games included events, such as running, long jump, shot put, javelin, boxing, and horses.  Women were not allowed to attend the games, so some women dressed as men and attended the games, even though they could be thrown from the top of a mountain if they were caught.  The games were played for nearly 1,200 years until they were banned by an emperor.  


In 1894, a Frenchman named Pierre de Coubertin convinced a group of representatives from different countries to begin playing the games again.  The first modern-day Olympic games were played in Athens, Greece in 1896.  The games have been played every four years ever since, except for in 1916, 1940, and 1944, because of World War I and World War II.  Women were first allowed to participate in 1900, during the second modern-day Olympic games.  The winter Olympic games began in 1924, and were held a few months before the summer games.  Beginning in 1994, the winter Olympics were held in separate years, two years apart from the summer games.  In 1996, the summer Olympic games were held in Atlanta, GA.  About 10,000 athletes participated from 197 different countries.  Today, there are 75 Olympic events in 28 different officially recognized sports. 
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Winter Olympic Sports Decision Making Lesson Information Sheet
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Data Collection Sheet
1.  Read each winter Olympic sport description and list what you have learned about each.

2.  Indicate whether each item you have learned is favorable (+), unfavorable (-), or just interesting (!).

	Skiing
	
	Skating


	Ice Hockey
	
	Bobsleigh


Priorities for Selection
1.  List five requirements for selecting a winter Olympic sport.  Be sure to consider all that you have learned about the Olympics.

2.  Prioritize your five requirements.




Similarities and Differences Sheet

Similarities and Differences Sheet

	Criteria for Comparison
	History
	Olympic Sport Titles
	Events for Men vs. Women
	Number of Events

	Skiing
	
	
	
	

	Skating
	
	
	
	

	Ice Hockey
	
	
	
	

	Bobsleigh
	
	
	
	


	Similarities:




Winter Olympic Sports Product Sheet

	Create your own winter and summer Olympic sports.  Make a poster about each.  Be sure to include the history behind them, the names of the events, and whether they are for men, women, or both.  Be sure to color a picture showing what your events look like.

	Create a timeline of important events in Olympic history.  You should describe twenty events, write the dates, and color a picture.  Be sure to put the events in order.   


	Create a fact file about 10 famous Olympic athletes.  Create an index card about each with the person’s name, the country they competed for, the event(s) they competed in, and any medals they won (include dates).
	Create an Olympic board game with trivia questions about 8 different Olympic sports.  Create at least 5 questions about each sport and create a colored board game with at least 50 spaces (at least 8 of them need to be either pitfalls or shortcuts), a name, and rules.


Skiing


�


By looking at ancient paintings, it is believed that skiing has been a part of life in cold countries for at least 6,000 years.  Skiing was used mostly to transport items and people or so that soldiers could move quickly in the snow.  Since horses could not be used in deep snow, skis quickly became a normal part of everyday life.  It is believed that people in Norway were the first ones to use skis in order to hunt.  Then, skis began to be used in Scandinavia and Russia for transportation and then for sport.  


Skiing has been an Olympic sport since 1924.  There are six different Olympic skiing sports-alpine skiing, cross country skiing, freestyle skiing, Nordic combined, ski jumping, and snowboard.  All of the Olympic sports originated in Norway, except for snowboarding and freestyle skiing, which originated in America.  Alpine skiing (10 events), cross country skiing (12 events), freestyle skiing (4 events), and snowboard (6 events) all have an equal number of events for men and women.  Nordic combined (3 events) and ski jumping (3 events) only offer events for men, although some are individual and some are for teams.    








Skating


�


	For hundreds of years, skating was used for quick transportation across frozen lakes and rivers.  In fact, the oldest skate dates back to 20,000 years BC.  The Dutch used skating for sending messages from village to village as early as the 1200s.  It then spread to England, where it became a sport.  After spreading across all of Europe, it spread to North America.  Several important leaders enjoyed skating, including Marie Antoinette and Napoleon.  


	Skating has been an Olympic sport since 1908.  There are three different Olympic skating sports-figure skating, short track speed skating, and speed skating.  Figure skating (4 events), short track speed skating (8 events), and speed skating (12 events) all include men and women, sometimes as individuals and sometimes on a team.      





Ice Hockey


�


	The word hockey comes from the French word “hocquet,” meaning “stick.”  Although it is uncertain exactly how hockey came to be, most people believe that the British are the ones who brought it to North America.  It came to Canada first and then spread to America.  


	Hockey has been an Olympic event since 1920.  There is an Olympic ice hockey event for men and one for women. 





Bobsleigh


�


	Bobsleigh is considered the world’s first sliding sport.  It began in Switzerland in the late 1800s, where people were looking for a thrill sport.  After a few years of racing, the competitors began using the prone position.  About twenty years later, the sport was given the name “bobsleigh, and the sled began to be made mostly of metal.


	Bobsleigh has been an Olympic sport since 1924.  There are two Olympic bobsleigh sports-bobsleigh and skeleton.  There are two bobsleigh events for men, and one for women.  There two skeleton events-one for women and the other for men.





Skiing


�


By looking at ancient paintings, it is believed that skiing has been a part of life in cold countries for at least 6,000 years.  Skiing was used mostly to transport items and people or so that soldiers could move quickly in the snow.  Since horses could not be used in deep snow, skis quickly became a normal part of everyday life.  It is believed that people in Norway were the first ones to use skis in order to hunt.  Then, skis began to be used in Scandinavia and Russia for transportation and then for sport.  


Skiing has been an Olympic sport since 1924.  There are six different Olympic skiing sports-alpine skiing, cross country skiing, freestyle skiing, Nordic combined, ski jumping, and snowboard.  All of the Olympic sports originated in Norway, except for snowboarding and freestyle skiing, which originated in America.  Alpine skiing (10 events), cross country skiing (12 events), freestyle skiing (4 events), and snowboard (6 events) all have an equal number of events for men and women.  Nordic combined (3 events) and ski jumping (3 events) only offer events for men, although some are individual and some are for teams.    








Skating


�


	For hundreds of years, skating was used for quick transportation across frozen lakes and rivers.  In fact, the oldest skate dates back to 20,000 years BC.  The Dutch used skating for sending messages from village to village as early as the 1200s.  It then spread to England, where it became a sport.  After spreading across all of Europe, it spread to North America.  Several important leaders enjoyed skating, including Marie Antoinette and Napoleon.  


	Skating has been an Olympic sport since 1908.  There are three different Olympic skating sports-figure skating, short track speed skating, and speed skating.  Figure skating (4 events), short track speed skating (8 events), and speed skating (12 events) all include men and women, sometimes as individuals and sometimes on a team.      





Ice Hockey


�


	The word hockey comes from the French word “hocquet,” meaning “stick.”  Although it is uncertain exactly how hockey came to be, most people believe that the British are the ones who brought it to North America.  It came to Canada first and then spread to America.  


	Hockey has been an Olympic event since 1920.  There is an Olympic ice hockey event for men and one for women. 





Bobsleigh


�


	Bobsleigh is considered the world’s first sliding sport.  It began in Switzerland in the late 1800s, where people were looking for a thrill sport.  After a few years of racing, the competitors began using the prone position.  About twenty years later, the sport was given the name “bobsleigh, and the sled began to be made mostly of metal.


	Bobsleigh has been an Olympic sport since 1924.  There are two Olympic bobsleigh sports-bobsleigh and skeleton.  There are two bobsleigh events for men, and one for women.  There two skeleton events-one for women and the other for men.






































